CASA of Kern County
Impact Report

A Message from
the Executive Director
Dear Friends and Supporters:
This past fiscal year has been
momentous. We found out that our building
was being sold, and would need to
relocate. The Board and key staff met to plan
a working model for an office that made
sense. We dreamt of an adequate training
room with current technologies, and we dreamt
that we might have space to grow CASAs and
the supervisors that guide and coach
them. So many companies and individuals
Pictured: Judge Louis Vega and Colleen McGauley
donated funds to help with this
transition. Electricians gave discounted quotes to our landlord, individuals
donated paper and office supplies. Vendors held our office equipment in their
warehouse at no charge, and we were granted new work cubicles the last
week before the move. CASA relocated to 1717 Columbus Street, Bakersfield
CA 93305 in January 2016. This location is very close to the Juvenile Justice
Center, where our CASAs attend their court hearings.
CASA celebrated with an Open House and many colleagues and partners
attended. Several of the current and former dependency judges arrived, and I
was happy to share this picture with Supervising Juvenile Court Judge Louie
Vega. As we settle in to this new location, we have the space to grow the
number of CASAs that can serve either as a traditional CASA or a Family
Connections CASA. There is quite an excitement in the air about the
possibilities. I wish to thank CASA’s board of directors under the leadership
of Carla Musser. The board has protected our assets so that we could afford
this larger and updated area. I am deeply grateful to Christine Frazier, the
Kern Superintendent of Schools and her predecessors for providing undermarket lease costs to CASA for
over twenty years.
Please stop by the CASA offices,
and we are happy to show off the
space that MDAtkinson
redesigned for us!
Yours in Advocacy,
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Our Mission
The Court Appointed Special Advocates (CASA) of Kern County speaks for
abused and neglected children in the juvenile dependency process.
Through the use of highly trained volunteers, the CASA program seeks to
provide every child who needs an advocate with a voice in the court
process.

Our History
CASA of Kern County began operation in 1993-1994, funded by Junior
League of Bakersfield. Our mission is to recruit, screen and train volunteers
from communities throughout Kern County to serve as advocates for
children in foster care. We also support and closely supervise the advocacy
work of our volunteers throughout the duration of their assignments.

Our Goal
CASA of Kern County's goal is to protect and insure each child's right to a safe,
permanent home. These children have come into the Juvenile Dependency
court system as the victims of abuse, neglect and/or abandonment. Their
caretakers have been unable to keep them safe, so social services and the
legal systems have entered their lives.
The CASA volunteer is a sworn officer of the court whose job is to provide the
juvenile court judge or referee with an independent assessment of the
circumstances of the child. The CASA's report is drawn from their evaluation of
interviews they conduct with key parties in the child's life. The CASA makes
recommendations for the disposition of the case based on the child's total
circumstances. In addition, the CASA attends all court hearings pertaining to
the child. With the support of the program staff, they represent the interest of
the child in the proceedings, which are normally scheduled every six months.
KernCASA.org
Facebook.com/CASAofKernCounty
1717 Columbus Street
Bakersfield, CA 93301
The images in this publication are not of children we
serve. These kids are happy, smiling representatives
that inspire us as we help the hurting kids we do
serve to have their own happy endings.

2015 Reports and Achievements
WE CHANGE LIVES

The positive results
•CASA Volunteers served a total of 315 of the 1900 dependent children in Kern
County.

•115 cases closed with a CASA assigned. On average, over 93% of these
children achieved a permanent home out of foster care.

•57 new highly trained volunteers were sworn in and became Court Appointed
Special Advocates.

•CASA can demonstrate that we saved the county over $461,000 in housing
costs in this year alone.

•15,070 hours of volunteer advocacy were served to benefit 315 children,
providing $347,665 in value to our community.
•We provided over 127 presentations and orientations in Kern County with the
help of our Volunteer Recruitment Team.

Our CASA’s truly make
a lasting difference in
the lives of foster
children, helping
change their bleak
stories into stories of
hope and resilience.

Message From Carla Musser, President
Dear Friends of CASA,
Your generous contribution of time, talent and treasure makes it
possible for us to advocate for the needs of foster youth throughout Kern
County. Throughout this report you will find many examples of how
CASA makes a difference, and it wouldn’t be possible without the
generosity of our donors. Many of you give by attending a CASA
party. Others give through sponsoring an event or party. And an
increasing number of you are giving regularly through our Circle of Hope
program.
If you haven’t done so already, we would encourage you to
consider becoming part of the Circle of Hope, as those on-going
contributions are vital to our financial stability. An increase in resources
brings an increased ability to advocate for the social, emotional, and
educational needs of foster youth throughout Kern County. As our resources expand, we are able to
train greater numbers of volunteers, and for the first time ever we now have 'CASA'S' waiting for
assignments.
Again, thank you for commitment to supporting CASA. Your contributions help give children a
voice, and giving a child a voice gives them hope.

Carla Musser
Carla Musser
President, Board of Directors

2015-2016
Board of Directors
Carla Musser, President
Chevrom

Jennifer Adams, Vice President
Klein DeNatale Goldner

Mark Bateman, Secretary
LeMeau Thelan, LLP

Ryan Cunha, Treasurer
CBIZ & Mayer Hoffman McCann

Directors:
Lynne Carrithers

Leslie Golich

Attorney Research Services

Brandon Grimm

Sally Selby

Grimmway Farms

Kaiser Permanente

Hunter Holding

Kate Tandy

Bank of America, Merrill Lynch

KQT Consulting

Sam Itani

Tom Tupper

San Joaquin Community Hospital

Retired Financial Advisor

Teresa Leal

Linda Sullenger

PRO”s ,Inc.

Michael Mariani
Hocking Denton Palmquist

Aera Energy, LLC

Tami Chapman

Cindy Miner

So Cal Gas Co.

Dave Ewert
Excelleration Consulting

Heather Frank
Wine, Women and Shoes

Boys and Girls Club

Jesse Valencia
Citizens Bank

Wells Fargo Bank

Shannon Webster

Pritesh Patel

Barry Zoeller, Past President

Johasee Rebar

Rob Duchow

Michael Saltz

Kaiser Permanente

CASA is grateful for our
dedicated, generous
Board of Directors. Each
Board Member shares a
commitment to the
mission, vision and goals
of CASA.

Valley Republic Bank

Heather Pennella

Daniells Phillips Vaughan & Bock

Tejon Ranch

Wine, Women and Shoes

Russ Garner

Rick Riley

Colleen A. McGauley

Townsend Design

Advocate Liaison

CASA of Kern County, Executive Director
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One Child’s Story - Michael
Michael*, age 10, was brought into foster care due to his
parents being unable to care for him because of their
substance abuse issues. The parents recently had their
parental rights terminated, and Michael was freed for
adoption. Due to Michael’s developmental delays,
caretakers have a very challenging time with him at home
and school which would result in him being moved to a
new placement every six to nine months.

In June 2015, a family who had never adopted before,
decided they wanted to adopt a special needs child, and it
was there that Michael found his forever family. Michael’s
adoptive mother advocated for him to receive additional
services due to Michael’s previously undiagnosed
issues. Michael’s CASA advocated for him to receive all the necessary services at
school to help him participate in opportunities he might otherwise miss out on; this
includes special programs in sports and after school care. The CASA has worked with
Michael’s adoptive family to walk them through the sometimes long and tedious process
of adoption. The adoptive mother has been very appreciative of the CASA’s knowledge
of the dependency system. Michael recently told his CASA that he loves his family and is
looking forward to being adopted on National Adoption Day in November 2016.
*Names altered for confidentiality

CASA’s Economic Impact in Kern County
Of the 315 children we served, 115 of the children’s cases closed. Of
those 115, twenty-three children received a final permanent outcome
due to the CASA’s DIRECT intervention.
The impact of their advocacy saved those children from living 253
additional years in the juvenile dependency system and saved the
county over $461,000 in housing costs! These children would have
cost over $4.1 million to house them during their 253 additional years
of foster care
Ninety-two children are not included, as we were just one of the
factors that contributed to those cases being closed. This year’s
economic impact doubles last year’s impact.

Advocate

Spotlight

Insiya Kader has been an Advocate for a year
and a half. She chose CASA when she was searching
for a way to help people. She fell in love with the
concept of giving a voice to innocent children who
desperately needed one and being a reliable adult in
their life.
Insiya has served on two cases since taking her Oath
of Office. In her last case, she had three children
under the age of six who were removed from the home
due to domestic violence. The children feared that any
new adult in their lives would “take them away from
their home.” The children were placed in the mothers care rather quickly and she was
able to establish a bond with the family.
Unfortunately, due to miscommunication the mother was unjustly told that she wasn’t
following her case plan. The children deserved a return back to normalcy and so did
their mother, who had been the victim of abuse, and was working hard to keep her
children safe. Insiya collected all the necessary information by talking to the children’s
doctors, teachers, and counselors, and the judge dismissed the case based on facts in
the CASA report. The children and mother were able to resume their lives, normally.

Colleen A. McGauley, Executive Director

Micky Heppe, Program Manager

Destinee Calhoun, Advocate Supervisor

Michelle Lumis, Advocate Supervisor

Mia Cifuentes, Projects Coordinator

Allie Madrid, Senior Advocate Supervisor

Tara Delis, Advocate Supervisor

Amy Raddatz, Resource Development Manager

Amber Dixon, Office Coordinator

Diana Ramirez, Administrative Assistant

Kelsey Eddings, Advocate Supervisor

Diana Shaw, Advocate Supervisor

Carrie Garcia, Administrative Manager

Janet Shaw, FC Advocate Supervisor

Nancy Garcia, Community Outreach Coordinator

Financial Results 2014-2015
CASA of Kern County offers our services free to the children we serve. CASA relies on
financial contributions from individuals, foundations, and corporations. We solicit funding
through direct mail, including our newsletter, grant requests, and special events. CASA
expanded in terms of the number of CASA’s recruited, trained, and supervised during the
past year. By December 31, 2015, CASA managed a network of volunteers, who were
busy advocating for foster children throughout our county. While we are proud of this
accomplishment, we are also very aware that in order to increase the number of children
served, we must recruit and train even more volunteer CASA’s and make a further
investment in highly-trained staff to supervise them.

Statement of Activities
Revenues:

2013-14

2014-15

Contributions
$321,038
$362,837
In-Kind Contributions
$327,739
$360,781
Grants
$79,500
$110,000
Dividends/Interest Income
$352
$412
Special Events
$465,443
$583,369
Other Income
$6,501
$2,797
Net Assets released from restriction
$139,157
$171,631

Total Revenue

$1,105,212

$1,390,164

Expenses:
Advocate
Fundraising
Management/General

$784,141
$131,101
$179,903

$826,112
$161,538
$199,100

Total Expenses

$1,095,145

$1,186,750

Increase in Net Assets

$10,067

$203,414

Changes in temporarily restricted net assets:
Grants and contributions
$126,170
Net Assets released from restriction $(139,157)

Increase (decrease) in temporarily
restricted net assets
$(12,987)
Change in Net Assets
Net Assets, Beginning of Year

$(2,920)
$324,009

Revenue
Contributions

24%

17%
Other Income

1%

Special
Events

23%

Management/
General
15%

Grants

In-Kind
Contributions

10%

25%

Expenses

$244,416
$(171,631)

$72,785
$276,199
$321,089

Net Statement of Financial Position
Assets:

2013-14

2014-15

Current Assets
Property & Equipment

$413,651
$19,696

$622,755
$35,118

Total Assets

$433,347

$657,873

Liabilities and Net Assets
Current Liabilities
$112,258
Unrestricted Net Assets
$273,743
Temporarily Restricted Net Assets $47,346

$60,585
$477,157
$120,131

Assets, End of Year

$597,288

$321,089

Net Assets
released from
restriction

Fundraising
21%
Advocate
64%

CASA of Kern County states that
an indemnification under section
9.02 did not take place during the
2014-15 fiscal year.
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2015 CASA Events
Throughout the year, we host events to raise precious operating funds and increase community
awareness of the need for our program. CASA supporters joined us for several amazing events
including; individually hosted Celebration Parties, the Classic CASA Kick-Off, the family-friendly
Superhero Run, the Annual CASA Derby Party and the sold-out Wine, Women and Shoes event.
Through these events we raised funding that directly supports program services, providing
advocacy for abused and neglected children in our community.
We are grateful to all who attended these events, and thankful for the very special committee
members who made the events unique and fun. In addition to attendees and committee
members, we would specifically like to thank our vital event sponsors. Our success would not be
possible without their investment in the silent population we serve.
Again, thank you.
Sincerely,
Amy Raddatz
Resource Development Manager

Bakersfield Heart Hospital * Bank of America * Bank of the Sierra * Beautologie * Bowman Asphalt
Catherine E. Bennett, Attorney at Law * Christopher D. Hamilton MD * Dr Mark & Karen Miller /
Stockdale Podiatry Group * Empire Eye and Laser Center * Food-ex * Impax LLC
Jay & Shannon Ericsson * Judith Seed * Kaiser Permanente * Ken & Teri Jones
Kern Citizens for Energy * Kern Federal Credit Union * Kern Insurance Services
Klein, DeNatale & Goldner Attorney at Law * LeBeau-Thelen LLP * Marcom Group
Michael & Dona Chertok * Mike and Vicki Burger * Providence Consulting * S C Anderson, Inc.
Sandy & William McMahan * SBI Parking Lot & Highway Improvement * Service Master
Southern Valley Chemical Co. * Tangram * Tanuwijaya Family * Teter Architects * The Lynn Company
* Tholco * Valley Republic Bank * W. Reyneveld Construction
Wallace and Smith * Wonderful Orchards

CASA of Kern County Grant and Program Partner Recognition 2015
Every donation helps us make a difference in the life of a child.
We are grateful to the individuals, companies, and foundations who have supported our work
with the abused and neglected children in Kern County.

2015 Program Partners
Children’s Champion
Chevron
Pro Tool Services
Don C. & Diane S. Lake Family Foundation
Children’s Advocate
Cynthia Lake Charitable Trust
Pro Tool Services
Children’s Supporter
Barbich, Hooper, King, Dill, Hoffman
Wonderful Company
Children’s Associate
KUZZ
Wells Fargo Bank
Aera Energy, LLC
Grimmway Enterprises, Inc.

2015

Children’s Associate, cont.
Tejon Ranch
Sleep Train
Aera Energy, LLC
Children’s Sponsor
Lake Family Foundation
Ray and Joan Dezember
The Marvin Steinert Family Charitable Trust
Child’s Voice
Southern Californian Gas Company
Jay & Shannon Ericsson
Anthony Welded Products
Ken and Teri Jones
California Resources Corporation

Grant Supporters

Arkelian Foundation
Bakersfield Rotary Waterman Foundation
Bank of America Foundation
County of Kern
Crail-Johnson Foundation
Cynthia Lake Charitable Trust
Dignity Health Memorial Hospital
Dr. Joel and Maria Fort Fund
Harry & Ethel West Foundation
In-N-Out Burger Foundation
Judicial Council

Kaiser Permanente
Kern Community Foundation
Kristen Barnes Charitable Fund
Leonis Family Foundation
Parvin Foundation
Robert Raskind Foundation
RollGiving Grant Programs
Semloh Foundation
The Sence Foundation
Wheeler Foundation
Wonderful Giving Grant

