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Dear Friends and Supporters:
CASA Programs all over California remain diplomatic
irritants to the juvenile justice system on behalf of
their court-assigned children. Of the 58 counties in
our state, over 50 counties now have CASA
programs. We each recruit, screen, train and coach
these highly trained Volunteers as they provide an
independent investigation on behalf of their foster
child or children in acute need. The typical CASA
volunteer is asked to make an initial 12-18 month commitment to the
program. In 2014 the average CASA served over four years! We continue to
grow in new ways, here in Kern. We have taken a serious look at the mental
health of our children, and have gained expertise in important ways when we
serve children with their complex trauma histories.
What enables CASA to serve this vulnerable population flows directly from the
Board of Directors. These dedicated men and women work diligently to
generate the sufficient resources needed to sustain CASA as an economic
and effective advocate for the abused children in Kern County. As the
Executive Director, I am humbled by the dedication that’s infused in this
organization…the Volunteers…the encouraging staff…the fabulous
board. They all have put their “shoulder to the wheel” to move this
organization forward. Please enjoy this Annual Report of our organization. If
you have any questions about the document, please feel free to reach out to
me at the CASA Offices 661-631-2272.
Yours in Advocacy,

Colleen A McGauley
CASA Executive Director
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Our Mission
The Court Appointed Special Advocates (CASA) of Kern County
speaks for abused and neglected children in the juvenile dependency
process. Through the use of highly trained volunteers, the CASA
program seeks to provide every child who needs an advocate with a
voice in the court process.

Our History
CASA of Kern County began operation in the summer of 1994, funded
by Junior League of Bakersfield. Our mission is to recruit, screen and
train volunteers from communities throughout Kern County to serve
as advocates for children in foster care. We also support and closely
supervise the advocacy work of our volunteers throughout the
duration of their assignments.

KernCASA.org
Facebook.com/CASAofKernCounty
2000 24th Street, Suite 130
Bakersfield, CA 93301
The images in this publication are not of
children we serve. These kids are happy,
smiling representatives that inspire us as
we help the hurting kids we do serve to
have their own happy endings.

2014 Reports and Achievements
CASA Volunteers served a total of 273 of the 2000 dependent children
in Kern County.
106 cases closed with a CASA assigned. On average, over 87% of
these children achieved a permanent home out of foster care.
40 new highly trained volunteers were sworn in and became Court
Appointed Special Advocates.
CASA can demonstrate that we saved the county over $208,000 in
housing costs in this year alone.
14,400 hours of volunteer advocacy were served to benefit 273
children, providing $333,130 in value to our community.
Thirteen of our current volunteers joined together for specialized
training in “family finding” to enhance our efforts at making sure
children do not lose possible lifelong connections.

Message From Barry Zoeller, President
Dear Friends of CASA,
On behalf of the Board of Directors, I want you to know how much we appreciate
and value your support of CASA. With your help, CASA is making a significant impact in
the lives of neglected and abused youth in Kern County. Your generous contribution of
time, talent and treasure makes it possible for us to advocate for the social, emotional,
and educational needs of foster youth throughout Kern County. Though much progress
has been made, and our financial position has never been stronger, the need is still
great. Though we are able to train greater numbers of volunteers, there are—and will
continue to be—kids who desperately need a CASA.
Throughout this report you will find many examples of how CASA makes a
difference, and it wouldn’t be possible without the generosity of our donors. Many of you
give by attending a CASA party. Others give through sponsoring a party. And an
increasing number of you are giving regularly through our Circle of Hope program. If you
haven’t done so already, we would encourage you to consider becoming part of the Circle
of Hope, as those on-going contributions are vital to our financial stability.
Again, thank you for commitment to supporting CASA. Your contributions help give
children a voice, and giving a child a voice gives them hope.
With sincere gratitude,

Barry Zoeller
President, Board of Directors

2014-2015
Board of Directors
Barry Zoeller, President
Tejon Ranch

Carla Musser, Vice President
Chevron

Rob Duchow, Secretary
So Cal Gas Co.

Michael Mariani, Treasurer
Hocking Denton Palmquist

Directors:
Jennifer Adams
Klein DeNatale Goldner

Ryan M. Cunha

Michael Saltz

CBIZ & Mayer Hoffman McCann

Attorney

Dave Ewert

Sally Selby

Excelleration Consulting

Kaiser Permanente

Heather Frank

Tom Tupper

Wine, Women and Shoes

Retired Financial Advisor

Leslie Golich

Linda Sullenger

Kaiser Permanente

Sam Itani
San Joaquin Community Hospital

Clint Okerlund
Bank of America

Marily Anton
Retired Educator

Mark Bateman
LeBeau Thelen, LLC

Lynne J. Carrithers
Aera Energy, LLC

Pritesh Patel
Valley Republic Bank

Heather Pennella

Past President
Kern County Bar Association

Jesse Valencia
Citizens Bank

Margaret DeArmond
Advocate Liaison

Colleen A. McGauley
CASA of Kern County, Executive Director

Wine, Women and Shoes

Rick Riley
Townsend Design

Tami Chapman
Johasee Rebar
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One Child’s Story - Monica

Monica* was brought into foster care in the spring of 2014. Her mother had
requested that Monica be placed in foster care as she was consistently running away
and was exhibiting at-risk behaviors. With three other teenage siblings with varying
problems of their own, mom simply could not control or care for Monica.
The Department of Human Services placed her in a foster home and planned on
providing mother and child services like counseling and safety plans to address the
behaviors, but Monica continued to run-away. Eventually, Monica’s attorney requested
Monica receive a CASA volunteer. For the first month of being assigned to the case,
Monica would not stay put and the CASA hadn’t the opportunity to even introduce
herself. The CASA would call in weekly to the children’s shelter to check if Monica had
returned or if there was any word on her whereabouts.
One day the CASA discovered she was at the shelter; she immediately went out to see
Monica to introduce herself. She informed Monica that she was there for her; to
advocate for what she wanted and needed. After visiting Monica in the shelter for a
couple of weeks, she opened up about her anger with her mother. Monica simply felt
unsafe.
Monica was placed in an a foster home that was experienced with teenagers. A
significant amount of time has passed and Monica has not run-away. She and her
mother are both receiving needed therapy services. The CASA reports they are
communicating much better during visits. Sometimes the listening and supportive
nature of a CASA volunteer is enough of an anchor for the child to hold still and
receive the help they need.
*Names altered for confidentiality
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Financial Results 2013-14
CASA of Kern County offers our services free to the children we serve. CASA relies on financial
contributions from individuals, foundations, and corporations. We solicit funding through direct mail,
including our newsletter, grant requests, and special events which include the CASA Superhero Run, The
Derby Party, Wine, Women & Shoes, and Celebration Parties. We work each year to secure our funding for
our budget, since multiple year funding is uncommon. We are fortunate that several contributors give
repeatedly to our organization. Our Board works continually with staff to identify and pursue other sources
of funding.

Statement of Activities
Revenues:

2012-13 2013-14

Contributions
In-Kind Contributions
Grants
Dividends/Interest Income
Special Events
Other Income
Net Assets released from restriction

$263,598 $321,038
$235,853 $327,739
$104,133 $79,500
$283
$352
$371,003 $465,443
$6440
$6,501
$146,804 $139,157

Total Revenue

$987,103

$1,105,212

Expenses:
Advocate
Fundraising
Management/General

$673,266 $784,141
$114,097 $131,101
$205,867 $179,903

Total Expenses

$992,804

Increase in Net Assets

$1,095,145

$(5,701)

$10,067

Changes in temporarily restricted net assets:
Grants and contributions
$141,538 $126,170
Net Assets released from restriction $(146,804) $(139,157)

Increase (decrease) in temporarily
restricted net assets
$(5,266)

$(12,987)

Change in Net Assets
$(10,967) $(2,920)
Net Assets, Beginning of Year $334,976 $324,009

Net Statement of Financial Position
Assets:

2012-13 2013-14

Current Assets
Property & Equipment

$348,061 $413,651
$14,006
$19,696

Total Assets

$362,067

$433,347

Liabilities and Net Assets
Current Liabilities
Unrestricted Net Assets
Temporarily Restricted Net Assets

$38,058
$112,258
$263,676 $273,743
$60,333
$47,346

Assets, End of Year

$324,009

$321,089

CASA of Kern County states that an
indemnification under section 9.02 did not
take place during the 2013-14 fiscal year.
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Advocate Spotlight
Rhonda Gale has been a CASA since 2010. She chose
CASA because she loves children, and at the time she was
seeing so many issues with children who needed someone
to help them. There are many children who are not able to
voice their fears, needs or wants. Sometimes they just want
to speak to someone who will listen. Rhonda felt she could
be their voice.
Rhonda, like most CASA volunteers, works full time which
can sometimes be challenging. When she was asked about
volunteering and working full time, Rhonda stated, “My
CASA children need me and they always say they miss me when I cannot visit.
Once you have a case it becomes part of you and if you do not make that visit you
feel like something is missing. Besides, their smiles and losing a basketball game
to the children makes my day better. This opportunity is so rewarding and it makes
me feel like I have made a difference”.

Colleen A. McGauley, Executive Director
Destinee Calhoun, Advocate Supervisor
Karina Capellino, Community Outreach Coordinator
Mia Cifuentes, Projects Coordinator
Amber Dixon, Office Coordinator
Carrie Garcia, Administrative Manager
Graciela Garcia-Chandler, FC Advocate Supervisor
Micky Heppe, Program Manager
Michelle Lumis, Advocate Supervisor
Allie Madrid, Senior Advocate Supervisor
Anakaren Martinez, Advocate Supervisor
Amy Raddatz, Resource Development Manager
Diana Ramirez, Administrative Assistant
Diana Shaw, Advocate Supervisor
Janet Shaw, Program Manager

CASA of Kern County Grant and Program Partner Recognition 2014
Every donation helps us make a difference in the life of a child.
We are grateful to the individuals, companies, and foundations who have supported our work
with the abused and neglected children in Kern County.

2014 Program Partners
Children’s Champion

Chevron
Pro Tool Services
Diane S. Lake Family Foundation
Children’s Advocate

Cynthia Lake Charitable Trust
Barbich, Hooper, King, Dill, Hoffman
Children’s Supporter

Paramount Citrus
Children’s Associate

KUZZ
Xumack, LLC
Wells Fargo Bank
Aera Energy, LLC
Grimmway Enterprises, Inc.
KGET TV-17, Telemundo, CW
The Bakersfield Californian
Children’s Sponsor

Ken and Teri Jones
Lake Family Foundation
Child’s Voice

Southern Californian Gas Company
Jay & Shannon Ericsson
The Marvin Steinert Family Charitable Fund
David and Cindy Stiles
Chain Cohn and Stiles

2014 Grant Supporters
Arkelian Foundation
Bakersfield Rotary Club
Bank of America Foundation
County of Kern
Crail-Johnson Foundation
Dignity Health
Harry & Ethel West Foundation
In & Out Burger Foundation
Judicial Council
Junior League of Bakersfield
Lake Family Foundation
Leonis Family Foundation
Parvin Foundation
Robert Raskind Foundation
Semloh Foundation
Sleep Train
WestAmerica Bank
Wheeler Foundation
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